
District 11 Democratic Party Annual Convention
Saturday, May 22, 2021 - 10:00 A.M.

Minutes

Welcome and Call to Order Kathy Sinclair, Chair
Kathy welcomed everyone. She expressed thanks to Jeff Rose for his technical assistance and to John Noor
for standing as our parliamentarian. Jerry and Tom Sullivan are our counters for the voting period. She also
expressed thanks to all the officers saying “It’s been an honor to serve as your chair for the last 4 years. We
have had many accomplishments and successes. I’m excited today about the 6 candidates who have
stepped up for the next 2-year term. They all have fresh ideas and are ready to go.” She provided
instruction for raising hand process and said that hands will be lowered after each vote.

Moment of Silence - Time to reflect on the times we’re in and what is on our minds and in our hearts.

Pledge of Allegiance led by Wesley Davis – The Eva Clayton Fellow for District 11.

NCDP Chair Bobbie Richardson Video Greeting

Dr. Bobbie Richardson is our newly elected NCDP chair. She said, “We are all building toward the goals of
grass roots efforts toward electing Democrats in 2022 up and down the ballot. Thank you for all that you
are doing.”

Establishment of Quorum Lorna Barnett, Secretary
Lorna called out for each county and determined that 14 counties are present at the meeting. As only 9 are
needed for a quorum, we have a quorum for the meeting.

Approval of Agenda Kathy Sinclair, Chair
Kathy asked for a motion to approve the agenda. Leila Swain, Swain County made the motion and
Florence Allbaugh, Henderson seconded. Kathy took a voice vote. The agenda is approved without
objection.

Approval of Special Rules Kathy Sinclair, Chair
A motion was made by Sam Edney, Transylvania County, seconded by Suzanne Cabanis, Yancy County
seconded. Rules are accepted without objection.

Approval of 2020 Minutes Kathy Sinclair, Chair
Motion to accept the minutes was made by Carrie Mauss Polk County, seconded by Joy Duke, Yancy
County. Minutes accepted without objection.

Recognition of Elected Officials and Candidates Clay Eddleman, First Vice Chair
Thanks for running for public office. Not easy to win in WNC as we are very outnumbered. Buncombe,
Jasmine Beach Ferrara, Candidates – Are we satisfied with our Congressional Representative. Loud no.
Do we want someone who will represent our true Mountain Values? Loud yes.
Primary candidates

1. Jasmine Beach Ferrara – Honored to be a candidate. Thank you to all for vision and leadership, I am
a Buncombe County commissioner, a minister, wife and mom. I have an entirely different approach
to leadership through listening and finding common ground.

2. Jay Carey – Veteran highly decorated. Jay is married and has 4 boys. He has a vision for the future.
Pandemic has shown major flaws with our systems. Higher education should not mean a lifetime of
debt. If we don’t protect our environment now, the future won’t matter.

3. Katie Dean – Lots to offer, small business owner, environmental engineer, water safety and



environment. She has grit and the right temperament to do the job.
4. Eric Gash –Mr. Gash is a principal, a pastor, father of three, and married for 25 years, I don’t have all

the answers but will listen to you and the people of this district.
5. Bo Hess. Bo is a licensed clinical social worker. He comes from a military family and Eastern North

Carolina has been my home for more than 20 years. This race is not about Cawthorn, it’s about all of
us. He is open for dialog.

6. Josh Remillard – Not present

Clay thanked everyone for running for congress, this is what democracy is all about.

Introduction of Keynote Speaker David King
Kathy introduced David King. Buncombe County. Introducing Mayor Rod Whiteside of Fletcher. Native of
Brevard, Mayor of Fletcher.  Focus is not on himself – always a gentleman and a professional. He always
supports his community preparing Fletcher for inevitable growth.

Keynote Speaker Honorable Rod Whiteside
Mayor, Fletcher NC

It’s a good day to be a Democratic. Gayle Kemp says “Republicans care about money, Democrats care
about people.” That is taking the side of the people. Pandemic has changed the way we live almost
bringing us to the breaking point. Democratic policy is the Neosporin to the pain that has ensued. The
Democratic Party should focus on the party for tomorrow.
Democrats have differences of opinion but we must accept each other and work together. We collectively
represent the label of the box of Democrats. We don’t exile our members because they think differently.
We need to deliver for this district where others have failed. Our path forward must look like we know
what we’re doing with substance behind the appearance. We must live the part we play.
When outsiders sit down with us, we rely on facts, science and diversity to conquer the race. During the
primary, the lid will come off the box. When the 2022 race rolls around, we must all be in the same box.
Our strength is in the assortment in the box, standing together. Think about bowling pins. Its job is to take
whatever comes from the ball. The pin always gets up again. We Democrats need to be the bowling pins
that stand tall. We are created to get back up and stand tall because many precious people are depending on
us.
Tip O’Neill’s description of the American Dream. “We believe in looking out for our fellow man. The fact
that you win a political race is never as important as that you helped your fellow man. We are a party of
people who believe in helping people just because they’re people.”

Officer Reports

Clay Eddleman, 1st VC

That is a hard act to follow. It has been a pleasure being your first vice chair for the last two years
especially working with our chair, Kathy Sinclair. Clay criss-crossed the entire district meeting people in
every county. He made a presentation of officers’ gift to Kathy. She received a gift certificate to Sensibility
Spa in Asheville. To be used for just yourself or take a friend or husband. We appreciate you.

Kathie Kline, 2nd VC

Concurred with Clay about working with Kathy Sinclair. I’ve enjoyed working with all the officers and



party members. So many people out there are very talented and there are amazing candidates. I’ve always
learned from Kathy who has all the answers and great instincts. Looking forward to watching the new team
take over.

Karen Smith, 3rd VC

Thanks Kathy. I share everyone’s sentiments for Kathy and thanked her for having my back. Thanks to the
entire District to. Karen is hoping to continue as 3rd Vice Chair.

Lorna Barnett, Secretary
Expressed thanks to Kathy and all the other officers for a great cycle. She is running again for the position
of secretary.

Treasurer’s Report Gayle Wayne, Treasurer
It’s been a pleasure working with everyone. I hope to continue. Some of our expenses since May, Office
subscriptions, advertising for Graham County, Texting program, Contribution to Senators Warnock and
Ossoff.  Income included sustaining funds from state, donations from members. We finally received a grant
from State Party of $1000.00. Current balance is $6162.41.

Affiliated Organization Updates/Reports
Democratic Women, Leila Tvedt
Thanks to Democratic team. Reminder that Annual convention is Aug 27-29. It will be a virtual
convention again this year. Mark your calendars and plan to attend.

LGBTQ Democrats, Clay Eddleman
Last June law was passed making it illegal to discriminate in jobs for the LGBTQ community. House of
Representatives passed the Equality Act which is now stuck in the Senate. Henderson County group
grew to be a 50 and has become a 501 c 3 nonprofit organization.

Young Democrats, Ashely Junkins Not Present

Senior Democrats, Judy Lynn Not Present

Liston B. Ramsey Awards Kathy Sinclair, Chair
Kathy announced the names of the winners of the Liston B Ramsey awards for each county in District 11.

Mt. Democrat of the Year Kathy Sinclair, Chair
District level Mountain Democrat of the Year. Superman. Insightful, steady, guided by principles, knows
what to do and where to go. He is trusted by all. He is the epitome of leadership. We present the award to
Jeff Rose.
Jeff was surprised and is grateful to Kathy and other officers for the award.

This year there is a second award. Kathy talked of the joy of working with someone with impeccable work
ethic, broad knowledge, experience at county, district and state levels. She takes the best minutes.    The
second Mountain Democrat of the year is Lorna Barnett.
Lorna said she is honored and completely surprised to receive the award and thanked everyone from the
bottom of her heart.



Election of 2021 - 2023 Party Chair Kathy Sinclair, Chair

Nominating Rules. We will accept nominations from floor. We have already got someone in every slot for
this election six weeks ahead of the election. Kathy presented a slide show with the rules for voting.
Each candidate has time allotted to introduce themselves.
Voting will be done by a show of electronic hands or using *9 by phone. Only delegates may vote.
Kathy opened the floor for nominations.
Moe Davis nominated Michael O’Shea to be Chair of the District 11 Democratic Party. The motion was
seconded by Gina Collias. There were no other nominations.  Kathy announced that the nominations are
closed.
Michael discussed the big tent aspect of the party and welcomed everyone to a new beginning. He is
inspired to accept the nomination.
Natalie Alto, Henderson County made a motion and Florence Allbaugh, Henderson County seconded it for
a vote for Michael O’Shea. Electronic hands were raised and votes counted to elect the Chair of the Party
by acclamation. Vote for Michael 179. Votes against Michael 1. Congratulations to Michael O’Shea!

Election of Remaining 2021 - 2023 Officers Chair Michael O’Shea
Vote for first vice Chair – Nomination for Jennifer Floyd by Cindy Ellis, Henderson County and
seconded by
Jenny accepted the nomination and is looking forward to working with the rest of the committee to get the
work done.
Motion to vote by acclamation made by Florence Allbaugh and was seconded Brandon Olsen.
Nominations closed.
Vote by raised hands was taken for the vote by acclamation.  For – 180 Opposed – 0.
Jennifer Floyd has been elected as 1st Vice Chair.

Nominations for 2nd Vice Chair – Jeff Rose nominates Denise Marecki for 2nd VC.  He said that she will
be great working with Counties and will be a great asset to the District. Denise Marecki is looking forward
to working with the new officers.
A motion was made by Sarah Cafani, Haywood County and seconded by Leila Tvedt from Swain to vote
by acclamation for Denise,
For – 163, Objections – 0, Denise Marecki is elected as 2nd Vice Chair.

Nominations for 3rd vice chair. Jean Wright, Macon nominated Karen Smith. Nominations are closed.
Motion to vote by acclamation was made by Kathy Sinclair, Buncombe CO.  2nd Rita Solaine, Macon
County.
In Favor – 172 Objections – 0, Karen Smith is elected by acclamation as 3rd Vice Chair.

Nominations for Secretary – Kathy Sinclair, Buncombe Co. and Cynthia Faircloth Smith nominated
Lorna Barnett. Lorna accepted the nomination.
Are there any objections to the nomination? Nominations are closed. No objections to voting by
acclamation. Lorna Barnett is elected as Secretary.

Kathy Sinclair nominated Gayle Wayne as treasurer. No further nominations. Nominations are closed.
There are no objections. Gayle Wayne is elected as Treasurer.

Resolutions Report                                                          Jeff Rose, Resolutions Committee Member
Jeff has 54 resolutions and only one of them had to be combined with another. The resolutions have been
combined into one document. If they are approved, they will be forwarded to the State Resolution
Committee. The resolutions have been distributed by email for everyone to read prior to the meeting.



Doug Jones will facilitate the approval of the resolutions. Lindsay Furst will be sharing specific portions
of the document on the screen and will make any necessary changes live for the Convention. It will be
easier for delegates to read the entire document through the link in the chat box.
As we go through the votes, if the votes look close, we will carefully examine them and will take the most
reasonable number as some of the vote hand buttons are not working well. Usually, the vote is very
one-sided and specific numbers will not be as important.

Resolutions Doug Jones / Lindsey Furst

Doug Jones - We will put most of the resolutions in a consent agenda and pull out those that require
debate. People who have strong feelings that a resolution should not pass must speak up and have that one
pulled from the consent agenda.

First group of 9 resolutions. Are there any objections to this group? It takes 2 people to remove a
resolution from the Consent Agenda. There are no objections to the first group.

Second group 10-25. Garret Lagan, Swain County, would like number 18 pulled for debate. Larry
Dodson, Buncombe also would like it removed for debate. It is so moved to a debate group. This group is
accepted without number 18.

Next group 26-38, Health Care items. Michael Aronds, Buncombe County would like number 28 pulled.
Seconded by Sam Edney and Soren Pederson. Number 26 is pulled from the consent agenda.

Next group 39 – 42, There are no objection to the resolutions in this group. The group will remain in the
consent agenda.

Next group 43-45, Are there any objections. Soren Pedersen, Buncombe presented Number 44 for
objection, Justin Greene, Swain County seconded. It is pulled from consent agenda for debate.

Last two groups. 46 – 54, Are there any objections? Rupa Ruse, Madison County, objects to Number 49,
Seconded, by Machael Aronds, Buncombe County. Number 49 is pulled from the consent agenda. Michael
Aronds objects to number 47 and Natalie Alto from Henderson County seconded. Number 49 is removed
from the consent agenda.

Motion to close the consent agenda. Soren Pederson requests suspension of rules to add a resolution
because of recent news in Israel/Palestine. The request was seconded by Lindsey Furst, Buncombe County.
A suspension of the rules requires a 2/3 vote of the body to pass.

Call for Quorum was called by Howard Larsen.  Secretary Lorna Barnett called the role to assure a
quorum. A quorum is present.

Vote for suspending the rules to add a resolution from the floor. In favor – 105, opposed - 25.  The
rules will be suspended for an additional resolution from the floor after adoption of consent agenda.
Ron Gordon, Buncombe County made a motion which was seconded by Catherine Gantt, Swain County
to accept the consent agenda. With no objections the resolutions consent agenda is adopted.

Debatable resolutions.
18. Resolution on Safety and Law Enforcement reform. Garrett Lagan wants to amend the resolution by
adding specific reforms, and actionable steps. The new wording was read to the body. He has sent the
wording to Lindsey Furst. He wants to see specific reforms to reduce the lethality of law enforcement,
improving public trust, to isolate the “bad apples”. The motion was seconded by Larry Olson. Now the



debate is whether to all this list of 38 specific items to the resolution.

Machael Aronds, Buncombe County, recommends dividing the list into sections and discuss each item
separately. Lorna Barnett made a suggestion to table this amendment for further review as the amendment
is so detailed and long.  A motion was made to table this amendment by Geeta MaGahey, Yancy, seconded
by John Gosnell, Madison County to table the amendment and vote on the original resolution. The is a
non-debatable motion.

There was a question by an unidentified speaker who asked if there was a certainty that this would be
addressed in the future. Doug explained the future process. The vote to table this amendment for – 87,
against – 33.  Motion to table carries.

Resolution 18 original. Speakers: Lorna Barnett made a motion and Justin Green seconded that the detailed
resolution should be brought up at a later time. Doug explained that if we do that it is doubtful that the
resolution will come from the 11th District.  Garrett Lagan, Swain – moved to table the original resolution,
his motion was seconded by Sam Edney, Transylvania County. This will allow the resolution to be
discussed after all the other resolution have been completed. In favor – 95. The motion carries.

Number 28 - That all hospitals should be not for profit.  – Michael Aronds – 1/3 hospitals in the US are for
profit and many in North Carolina. Is this a practical solution. Is it even possible to take a for profit
hospital and force it to become nonprofit? Comments: Ron Gordon stated that there are more than two
options for hospitals including co-ops. Lorie, a nurse at Mission Hospital, agrees that it is not possible to
force all hospitals to be nonprofit. Another agreement. Garret Lagan, Swain County – practices Social
Work and wonders how this resolution would affect Behavioral Health hospitals which are state owned.
Christine Seivers, Haywood County: Could we change wording to work toward nonprofit and co-op
hospitals. Lorna Barnett Jackson County, asked could we make a new resolution next time that strengthens
laws that force hospitals to meet the needs of the communities they serve. Then Sam Edney, Transylvania
County stated that there are no regulations that force the hospital to do a better job. Natalie Alto,
Henderson County spoke in support of the resolution which presents an idea, not the regulations and laws.
Question has been called. In favor – 67, opposed – 42. The resolution is adopted.

Number 44, regarding driver’s licenses for immigrants of limited or no status. Soren Pedersen,
Buncombe County made a motion to remove the word restricted which was seconded by Michael Aronds.
Speakers: Larry Winecoff, Henderson County explained that this resolution is in support of HB 311 which
uses the words restricted license. Ann Twiggs, Henderson County explained that a restricted license allows
a person to drive under limited circumstances. Natalie Aalto, Henderson County, raised a question, are
licenses the type of ID needed for other purposes, like flying? Joel Mizelis, Buncombe County. Question,
do they have to take the same driver’s testing as the rest of us? Doug Jones pointed out that we can’t
answer the technical questions here and that we are asked in the resolution to support the House Bill 311.
Michael Aronds suggests that if we strike the word restricted, it will be in conflict with the resolution to
support HB 311. Question has been called on the amendment.  For striking the word restricted – 31
opposed – 77. The amendment fails.
Voting on resolution 44. No objections – in favor - 100, opposed – 1. Resolution 44 is adopted.

Number 47. Pam Krauss – Jackson Co. If there is excessive speeding in an unincorporated area, the only
recourse is the state level because of a 1930 state law. When there is a hazard in an unincorporated area, the
county commission and residents are without a voice. Michael Aronds, Henderson Co. appreciates the
clarification from Pam Krauss and will support resolution. Without objection resolution 47 is adopted.

Number 49 – To enact home rule in NC.  Speakers: Rupa Russe, Madison Co. Appreciates people who
have worked on this issue and recognizing their hard work. In conservative counties this could negatively
impact the state. i.e., laws are on the books in North Carolina if we don’t have a Democratic Governor, we



will immediately allow fracking in the state. Counties could move to fracking if they should choose. Joel
Mizelis – He agrees with previous speaker. With home rule, municipalities can take control. We’re not a
Dillon rule state, we’re a hybrid. He is for the resolution with changes. Betsy Wall from Haywood County.
Flip side is that General Assembly has been able to pull legislation from county and municipal level
ordinances from being enacted. Perhaps we need to study this further for better flexibility in ordinances
counties and municipalities wanting to create regulations for that area. Renee Myers, Buncombe County –
In Florida, the aspect of this home rule involves salaries and each county can adjust county and teacher
salaries can be set my counties. Lindsey Furst, 1. Dillon’s rule and Home rule are not mutually exclusive.
2. Resolution isn’t calling to do away with one or the other, it’s asking for a study on what kinds of rules
are possible and can be done 3, it says the Haywood County party resolves. This would change to District
11. This would be changed if voted for today. There is a motion to table in chat. No name provided.
Motion seconded by Lorna Barnett, Jackson County.  In favor of tabling – 28, opposed to tabling – 74. The
motion will not be tabled.  Speakers: Brandon Olsen, County in chat, for the resolution. The biggest
effect of the Dillon rule is preventing counties and municipalities from implementing their own authority
and would allow state to impose authority for many issues. Graham Fralick, has concerns that the
resolution is too broad and might bring about some unintended consequences such as local racist regulation
that the state laws could not overrule. Michael O’Shea – State law still supersedes local law. This would
allow local governments to go above and beyond State laws.
Vote for the resolution – 92, Opposed – 13. The resolution is adopted.
New Resolution – regarding the recent actions by Israel against the Palestinian people within the Israeli
nation. Lindsey Furst from Buncombe, Point of Order – could we read the entire resolution since it wasn’t
in the packet distributed. Soren Pedersen, author of the resolution, states that this resolution is written to
be non-controversial. It is written based on accepted facts recognized internationally and violations that are
recognized are nationally recognized. This does not address all nations around the world that have human
rights violations. The resolutions are focused on the issues that have flared out in recent months to get
something on the Democratic books that address the issue. Joe Mizelis, would like to see some changes
i.e., change Israel to current Israeli Government and proposes that a new whereas clause be added to state
that Hamas states that the State of Israel has the right to exist. Eileen McMinn, Buncombe, has personal
experience and asserts that the things written in the resolution are correct. Howard Larsen objects to the
resolution in total and pointed out issues that are incorrect in it. Robin Greene, Henderson County is
opposed to the resolution. She believes we need more study on this resolution to go over the wording to be
sure she is in full agreement with all the clauses. Amendment to add clause that Hamas states that Israel
has the right to exist. Natalie Aalto, Henderson County seconded the amendment. Soren Pedersen states
that the Biden administration is already taking action on the issue.
Vote: for the amendment - 83   Opposed -  Motion carries
On the Resolution as amended: Speakers: Renee Meyers, Buncombe – She is opposed to the Resolution
as not factual. Pamela Krauss, Jackson County – we have not had the opportunity to research on the
facts. On the drafting alone I would like to table the resolution to have a chance to evaluate it. Michael
O’Shea spoke from personal experience and suggests that we do need to question the United State’s
involvement and support in everything in Israel.
Vote: For the resolution – 72, Opposed – 28. Resolution as amended is adopted.

Number 18 – Larry Dodson, Buncombe moved to remove from table, Jeff Rose Buncombe seconded,
Vote For removing from table – 61, opposed – 18. The resolution is removed from the Table.

Debate on Resolution 18 – Larry Dodson, Buncombe spoke to the amendment made by Garrett Lagan
earlier and moved that we amend as stated earlier. Garrett Lagan seconded the amendment. The debate is
whether or not to add the amendment.
Vote For the amendment – Speakers, Natalie Alto, Henderson County states that the amendment is too
much to be sent to the State. We are not legislators and want to state that we believe that reform is needed
in Law Enforcement. Mary Goodkind, Buncombe is in favor of the amendment. It has more teeth than the
original amendment. Larry Dodson, Buncombe. We’re not writing law but we need specifics about what



we want. The resolution as presented is vague. Catherine Gantt, Swain – in favor of the amendment. The
original resolution is not specific enough. Even if you don’t agree with every one of the points in the
amendment the laws will come from the legislature. Michael Aronds, is opposed to the amendment and
would prefer to have 38 separate amendments. Michael Aronds made a motion that the amendment be
divided into portions. Seconded by Soren Pederson. Vote on having 38 separate items, should we split the
single amendment into 38 separate amendments. For dividing the amendment -18, opposed – 62. The
Motion failed.

Vote on the amendment - Geeta McGahey, urged people to vote against the amendment. She feels there
are not enough people here to vote.  For the amendment – 60, opposed – 23. The amendment is adopted.

On the Resolution as amended – Speakers: Michael Aronds has serious concerns about parts of the
resolution and thinks it will make us look bad. He wishes to amend item number 4 from the list in the
adopted amendment. Myrtle Schrader, Jackson, reminded us that this resolution will still go to the state
for debate and we’re not making law. Doug Jones responded to that comment it’s a valid point but the
wording will represent the 11th District.
Larry Dodson, Buncombe. If our candidates can’t explain these items, we need new candidates. Madison
Cawthorn will say whatever he wants anyway regardless of what we say today. Michael Aronds,
Buncombe County does not want to appear to approve of the term ‘sex work’. Michael Aronds made a
motion to amend item 23 to remove ‘sex work’. Seconded by Garrett Lagan, Swain.
Vote on item 23 within the amended resolution – For the amendment – 62, opposed – 15. The amendment
carries.
The question has been called. Vote on ending the debate: For ending debate – 73, opposed to ending
debate – 14. The debate is closed.

Resolution 18 as amended Vote:  For Resolution - 72, Opposed -14. The resolution is adopted.

Call for a Quorum – Lorna Barnett called the roll to confirm that a Quorum is present. A quorum is
present.

Michael O’Shea - Thanks to Doug Jones and Lindsey Furst for conducting the resolution process.

Closing Remarks and Announcements Chair Michael O’Shea
Michael O’Shea – Thanks to everyone who continues to serve and to new officers.

Announcements – SEC August 7th
Natalie Aalto Henderson County –Asked how to get a copy of the Resolutions as newly written.  Lindsey
Furst responded go to the original document that was sent to you and it will now be updated.

Michael O’Shea thanked the officers for their service and looks forward to the coming year.

The meeting was adjourned.

Minutes submitted by Secretary Lorna Barnett for Chair, Michael O’Shea.


